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Nature has essential laws which it is absolutely necessary to know and to assimilate. The observance of these laws, far from hindering individual originality, only develops its intensity and allows it to be bold without danger."
Further on he adds:
"The thumb sketch promises everything and realises nothing/'
This from the great painter Gerome:
11 When a sculptor starts a figure, if he has carefully taken the principal measurements, and accurately indicated the prominences of the bones, he is astonished to see that, though there is as yet only uncouth masses, there is already a resemblance to the model, that the work is already well advanced and that its completion is only a question of hours and of work,"
Here is another passage from Etude snr Ic sculpteur Barye, by his confrere E. Guillaume:
11 There are among the greatest artists some who make of science a powerful auxiliary and seek in it the preciseness of their inspiration, It would seem that they borrow its methods and its means; they create nothing without having deliberately observed, and it is only after having acquired a sure knowledge that they seek to represent forms. To know is for them the first rule, a rigorous duty and, so to speak, a point of honour. However brilliantly gifted they may be, they never apply their talent without referring to precise facts, and without appealing to their artistic conscience. Their life is a perpetual tribute to Truth. But this voluntary subordination on their part does not lessen them. Thanks to the artistic understanding which animates them, they remove reality to a higher sphere and nature such as they reveal it to us is endowed with their own